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Managing Fatigue When You’re Always “On”

Fatigue is one of the most common—and most misunderstood—symptoms of Young
Onset Parkinson’s disease. Unlike ordinary tiredness, Parkinson’s-related fatigue is
neurological and chemical, meaning it originates in impaired dopamine regulation within
the brain—not from a lack of effort, motivation, or rest alone.

This type of fatigue can appear suddenly, fluctuate throughout the day, and intensify during
medication “off” periods—even after a full night’s sleep. For individuals balancing careers,
parenting, finances, and full schedules, this invisible symptom can feel especially
overwhelming.

Fatigue in Parkinson’s is not a personal failure. It is a medical symptom—and it deserves
proactive, compassionate management.

Why Fatigue Is So Prominent in Young Onset Parkinson’s

Fatigue in Parkinson’s is influenced by multiple interacting neurological and lifestyle
factors.

Common contributors include:

Dopamine dysregulation in the brain
e Medication fluctuations

e Poor or disrupted sleep

e Physical exertion

e Emotional stress

o Cognitive overload

e Anxiety or depression

e Autonomic nervous system changes



Young onset individuals often experience compounded fatigue because they are
simultaneously managing full-time work, parenting responsibilities, household demands,
financial pressure, and social expectations—often without visible signs of illness.

Daily Energy-Protection Strategies

Protecting energy is a medical self-care strategy, not a sign of giving up. Small
adjustments throughout the day can prevent deep crashes and preserve long-term
function.

Micro-Rest Breaks (5-10 Minutes)
e Short, scheduled breaks allow the nervous system to reset
e Sitquietly, close your eyes, and minimize stimulation
e These brief pauses reduce cumulative fatigue later in the day

Resting before exhaustion sets in is more effective than trying to recover after a crash.

Sit Instead of Stand When Possible
o Standing requires greater muscle activation and balance
e Sitto prepare meals, supervise tasks, or complete desk work
e Choosing seating conserves neurological energy

Energy saved in small moments adds up over the course of a day.

Delegate Non-Essential Tasks
e Share household responsibilities
e Delegate repetitive or administrative tasks
¢ Release non-critical perfection

Delegation is not loss of control—it is strategic energy preservation.



Simplify Daily Routines
e Reduce daily decision-making
e Create consistent morning and evening routines
e Automate recurring responsibilities when possible

Cognitive energy is finite. Simplification protects it.

Prioritize Sleep Consistency
e Maintain consistent bed and wake times
e Limit screens before bed
¢ Address nighttime symptoms with your provider
o Stable sleep improves daytime stamina

Sleep quality directly affects symptom control, mood, and resilience.

Workday Fatigue-Management Tools
Small workplace adjustments can significantly reduce fatigue.
Helpful tools include:

¢ Noise-reducing headphones to limit sensory overload

e Adjustable seating for posture and support

o Strategic caffeine use earlier in the day

e Short movement breaks for stretching or walking

Workday fatigue is not a failure of productivity—it is a neurological signal that pacing
matters.

Parenting With Fatigue

Parenting with Parkinson’s-related fatigue requires intentional pacing and emotional
permission to accept support.



Build Rest Into Children’s Routines

¢ Independent play periods

e Quietreading or screen-free time

e Calm evening wind-down routines
Accept Outside Help Without Guilt

e Lean onfamily, friends, or community support

e Accept help with meals, transportation, or childcare when needed
Rotate Responsibilities With a Partner or Co-Parent

e Alternate physically demanding tasks

¢ Plan backup support on high-fatigue days

e Communicate openly about energy limitations

Parenting well does not require constant output—it requires sustainable presence.

A Reframing for Young Onset Individuals

You are not tired because you are weak.

You are tired because your nervous system is working harder than it once did.

Managing fatigue is about protecting the future you are still actively living. Small daily

energy-protection choices reduce symptom volatility, improve work sustainability, support

family life, and preserve independence.

© Wisconsin Parkinson Association - Young Onset Parkinson’s Educational Resource

Series



